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• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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Office Memorandum 



LOYALTY CF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 
(Bufile 121-33130) 


DATE: October 3, 1951 

: 1 

\ ' .- 


Reference on the above-captioned individual is made to Bureau letter 
dated September 21, 1951. 

The following investigation was conducted at Williamstown, Massachusetts. 

Kiss KATKL33N A. 0*CONNELL, Secretary to the President of Y>iliiams 
College, confirmed Mr. JOHNSON'S employment at the college as a Professor 
of History from July 1, 1926 to June 30, 1950. 

Kiss O'CONNELL who- has known the applicant for ten years, JAMES phlhNEY | 
BAXTER, President of Williams College, who has known the applicant for 1 
eighteen years, ROBERT R. BROOKS, Dean of Williams College, who has | 

known the applicant over ten years, EGBERT J. ALLEN, Professor of I 

English, who has known the appplicant for ever ten yearsj all depict ' 
Mr. JOHNSON as a loyal American citizen. 

The above individuals stated as well as being former fellow associates 
of Mr. J0I3JSGN they considered themselves neighbors of his in that 
Villiamstown is a small community. They said that they have been frequent 
visiters to his home in Williamstown and confirmed his residence there. 


50 jfe 


ilr. PHILIP WALSH, owner of the House of Walsh, a men's clothing store 
in Williamstown, stated he has known Mr. JOHNSON as a customer and a 
neighbor for over fifteen years. He said he has had frequent discussions 
with Mr. J0HM3CN and has read several articles written by *-ir. JOHNSON. 

Mr. ”AISH stated in the fifteen years or so he has known Mr. JOHNSON the 
latter has always impressed him as a person who is sincerely loyal to , 
the United States Government. 

r * 

GEORGS ROY ALL,-Chief of Police at Williamstown, stated he has known 
Hr. JOHNSON for oyer fifteen years as a neighbor and a friend. He has 
had frequent discussions %ith Mr. J'HNSGN concerning national and inter¬ 
national dffairs and stated in his Opiuion Mr. JOHNSON is absolutely 
loyal to the United-States Government. 

y v 4- 

The fil6s' of the Boston Office contain no information pertaining to the 
Royalty of cl^r. JCHiJS$ill. -RUC- 

' RECORDED-61 


■T*- 


pm 


Al -33l? D 





NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

OCT. 11 , 1951 


BOSTON 

WASHINGTON FIELD 


DEFERRED 

y \ 

JOSEPH ESRTY JOHNSON, | [ LGE. REBULET TO NY SEPT. TWENTYONE 

LAST. JAME" T. SHOTWELL, FORMER PRESIDENT OF CARNEGIE 


ENDOWMENT FOR INTERNATIONAL PEACE, ADVISED THAT APPLICANT 

ceip __ 

WAS ELECTED W PRESIDENT OF flA ftffl B fiT* E NDffl fliEHl? -^C^YNTt^NATlGNM, 
fcglCE ON MAY ELEVEN, NINETEEN FIFTY. HE STATED THAT WHEN 
JOHNSON*S NAME WAS PRESENTED TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES AS A 

NOMINEE HE WAS PRACTICALLY AN UNKNOWN. HE WAS. NOMINATED 

Tfr/<try 

AND SUPPORTED BY HARVEY H. BUNDY, ggKE S i f STATE ST., BOSTON. 
EOSTON REQUESTED TO INTERVIEW BUNDY. SHOTWELL ALSO ADVISED 
THAT APPLICANT IS CURRENTLY A LECTURER AT THE WAR COLLEGE, 
PENTAGON BT ILDING, WASHINGTON, DiC. WASHINGTON FIELD HANDLE. 

SCHEIDT 


CC* BUREAU 



JCOiWK (#12) 
121*12567 
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Office Memorandum 


• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (121-33180) 
SIC, BOSTON 

Joseph esreyJohnson 

Consultant - Applicant 


] 


Nashington, D. C* 

LOTALTT OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


DATB: October 23, 1951 



b7E 


Reftrance is node to Now Tork t eletype to Boston doted October 11, 
1951. 

lfr. HARVEY H# BUNDY, attorney and associate of the law lira of 
Choate, Hall and Stewart, 30 State Street, Boston, Massachusetts, 
stated he has been acquainted with JOSEPH KSRET JOHNSON for a 
period of fifteen years* Mr. BUND! advised that ho and JOHN FOSTER 
DULLES, of the State Departaent, were Mahers of a coamittee 
chosen to noainato a president for the Carnegie Endows*nt for 
International Peace, and that ho, BUNDY, woainatcd and supported 
JOHNSON for the presidency, an office to which JOHNSON was 
elected on May 11, 1950. 

Mr. 1UMDX confided ho hoc the utacst confidence in JOHNSON 1 s 
loyalty to the United States, as evidenced by his nonlnation and 
support of JOHNSON for the presidency of the Carnegie Kndovaent 
for International Peace. BBC . 
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'Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO 


Director, FBI (121-33180) 


DATE: 10/30/51 


ROM I 
SUBJECT: 


SAC, New York 

o 

JOSEPH ESREY JOHNSON 

-1 

LGE 




b7E 


Rebulet to NY dated 9/21/51* 



Hiss EMMA B. SAYRE, Assistant to President 
JOHNSON, advised that JOHNSON was elected President of the 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace by the Trustees 
on May 11, 1950, and assumed office on July 1, 1950. She 
said that she was not acquainted with the applicant prior 
to July 1950, but knows that he has an excellent reputation 
and was highly regarded to be selected for his current 
position. She said that since July 1950 she has had 
considerable contact with JOHNSON and that he has impressed 
her as a completely loyal and patriotic citizen. 


JAMES T. SHOTWELL, President Qneritus, advised that 
JOHNSON was elected to the position of President of the 
Carnegie Ehdowment for International Peace in May 1950. He 
said that JOHNSON was not known to the Board of Trustees 
and that he was backed by HARVEY H. BUNDY, of Boston, Mass. 

It was SHOTWELL»S understanding that JOHN FOSTER DULLES 
selected BUNDY to head the Nomination Committee for the 
selection of the President and that JOHNSON and BUNDY were 
well known to one another and had been active in the World 
Peace Foundation and that BUNDY personally favored JOHNSON 1 S 
nomination. He said that apparently BUNDY was able to 
Influence DULLES in this matter and that between them they 
were able to carry JOHNSON'S ‘eftettiecErficfHe pointed out that 
at the election .the trustees, £umber 28, were not 
familiar with JOHNSON and thau BUNDY and DULLES both spoke . 
in his behalf. He added ifflMt ^sittcoe JOHNSON'S election he has. j 
performed a commendable Job and tnat•'the'trustees are well /U 
satisfied with the election#■ / 

*• ‘CtiiOM 

cc - Washington Field (info) 
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Letter to Director 
NY 121-12<67 

. * 

Mr. SHOTWELL went over the names of the trustees 
with the reporting agent and advised that PHILIP JESSUP, 

JOHN FOSTER DULLES, and GEORGE A. FINCH, Washington, D.C. 
are- the only members who in her opinion would be in a 
position to comment on JOHNSON. No inquiry was made 
regarding the relationship between JESSUP and the 
applicant as SHOTWELL was visibly upset about the then 
pending Congressional inquiry regarding JESSUP. 

Mr. SHOTWELL further advised that the Foundation, 
and particularly DULLES, is quite sensitive regarding the 
ALGER HISS affair and that he is convinced that DULLES 
Bade sufficient inquiry into the background and loyalty of 
the applicant before supporting him. 

He said personally he is confident that JOHNSON 
is completely loyal to the United States. He said that he 
has had considerable contact with the applicant In 
acquainting him with the work of the Foundation and said 
that JOHNSON*S views have been definitely anti-Communist. 

In the event the instant investigation is converted 
to a F.F.I., Ut is suggested that information relating to 
the background of JOHNSON’S election not be included in the 
report as this is furnished only for the information of 
the Bureau and, further, SHOTWELL pointed out that the 
election was held in secret. 



Mr. ROBERT J. DAVIS, Personnel Director, advised 
that JOHNSON served as Deputy U. S. Representative on the 
Interior Committee at the General Assembly from June 19^-8 
to November 19^-8. He said that he did not know the applicant 
too well, but. he understood that JOHNSON had disagreed 
heartily with the views of FREDERICK SCHUMAN, a Professor at 
Williams College in his political views. SCHUMAN*S ideas, 
according to Mr. DAVIS, have been a matter of controversyry. 




Letter to Director 
NY 121-12567 

Mr. DAVIS suggested that the following persons 
would likely be in a position to comment on JOHNSON: 

PAUL TAYLOR Bureau of U.N. Affairs Washington, DC 

HARDING BARCROFT Bureau of U.N. Affairs Washington, DC 

JAMES HYDE, JOHN ROSS and RICHARD WINSLOW 

All of whom are en route to Paris, France, but 
may be contacted at a later date in Washington, D.C. 

The following , likewise, would be in a position 
to comment on JOHNSON: 

GEORGE KENNAN, currently with the Institute for 
Advanced Studies, Princeton University, New Jersey. 

JOHN DREIER, American Representative on the 
American States, Washington, D.C. 

DEAN RUSK, Assistant Secretary of State for 
Foriegn Affairs currently in Washington, D.C. 

Mr. WARREN J. AUSTIN, Chief United States 
Representative to the Tfaited States advised that he first ri 
became acquainted with JOHNSON in 1916, when JOHNSON.was a 1 
young boy in Chicago with his family. He said that he has 
had no personal<oontact with JOHNSON from 1916 until 1748 
since the latter date has had numerous contacts with him, 
officially and socially. He added that he has the highest 
personal regard for JOHNSON and knows of no reason why his 
loyalty to the’Tillted States could be questioned. He 
asserted that JOHNSON is "100% loyal to the Government of 
the United States. 

Eaalflgagft ■ ' 

M)0 West 119th Street *• 

New York 

Mr. MARTIN LOWE, General Manager, advised that 
the applicant resided atthis address from October 3* 1950 
to July 1951 in *partment l2T. * :Be said JOHNSON left to 
get larger quarters ^so that he could have his family with 
him. He stated froil what conversations he had with the. 
applicant he would definitely consider him a loyal citizen. 


1**1 -33180 4 
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Letter to Director 

NY 121-12567 

* 

Miss GERTRUDE HESS, Office Employee, advised that 
she recalls the applicant and stated that he had conducted 
himself as a loyal citizen. 

Mr. EVERETT BOOTH, Apartment 12-S. advised that 
he was fairly well acquainted with the applicant during 
the period the latter resided ’at this address. He stated 
that in his opinion the applicant is completely loyal to 
the government. He added that the applicant had moved to 
Connecticut, but that he did not know his address. 

Mrs. ARTHUR JONES, Apartment 12 R, advised that 
he has resided at this address for a number of years but. 
said that she did not know the applicant well enough to 
comment on his loyalty. 

The files of the New York Office reflect that 
the applicant's name was included among the names of a 
group of'Individuals as candidates for trustees of the 
Institute of Pacific Relations. This information is 
contained on a letter originating from the office of the 
I.P.R. dated December 29, 1950 and the election was to be 
held on February 2, 1951* There is no information con¬ 
tained in reference file to the effect that the applicant 
was selected as a trustee. (NY file 100-17808 lA 270). 

The files of the New York Office also reflect that 
the applicant was interviewed by agents of the Boston 
Office in the ALGER HISS Investigation. A review of this 
file indicates that JOHNSON had considered HISS a substantial 
loyal citizen and also that HISS recommended a firm post war 
policy against Soviet Russia. JOHNSON indicated a willingness 
to cooperate with the Bureau in the HISS- investigation and 
gave names of other individuals who would be in a better 
position, than he, .0HNS0N, to give information regarding 
HISS and the "Woodstock Typewriter"* 

The files of this office contain ho other informa¬ 
tion which could be- identified with JOHNSON, < 
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Letter to Director 
NY 121-12567 

The files of the Bureau of Special Services and 
Investigation and the Bureau of Criminal Identification, 
New York City Police Department, contain no record of the 
applicant. 


The following security informants who are 
acquainted with the general Communist Party affairs in the 
New York City area advised that annUnsm-h Is nnVnrwn tn 
them, 


Inasmuch as this preliminary inquiry did not 
develop any substantial disloyal information no further 
inquiry is being contemplated by the New York Office UACB. 


The New York Office is designating a copy of this 
letter to the Washington Field Office in the event that this 
inquiry is converted. Washington Field may desire to interview 
individuals mentioned by ROBERT J. DAVIS. RUC. ' 
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WASHINGTON PROM WASH FIELD 

Director 
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Mr. Tolson. 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr. Nichols_ 

Mr. Bolmont 
Mr. Clr-g 
Mr. Gkvia. 
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JOSEPH ESREY JOHNSON, Q lgE. BUPILE ONE TWO ONE DASH THREE 

THREE ONE EIGHT ZERO. RUC LETTER WILL BE SUBMITTED NOV FIFTEEN 

NEXT. REASON FOR DELAY WAS STATE DEPT SECURITY DIVISION FILE 
CHECK. 
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Office Memorandum • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


FftOlf 


SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (121-33180) 




DATBsuovomber 13, 1951 


JOSEFH ESREY JOHNSON 
Consultant - Aoollcar 


LOYALTY OP GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


/“.Ar 
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Rebulet to Now York dated September 21, 1951. ft 

The following investigation was conducted on 
October 1-6,9,12,15, and November 8, 1951. 

A. _ . ^e I personnel file of 

^applicant coniamea only his personal history statement, 
a photostatic copy of which has been furnished to the Bureau 
and information obtained from various record checks. There 
was no derogatory information and nothing in the file in 
addition to that being utilized in this investigation. 


The 

had no Identii 


.___I Security Division, 

ormation on the applicant. 


The State Department personnel file on JOHNSON 
c * e< * tli at k® was employed December 16, 19k2, in the 
°£ f f°® Inter-American Affairs and was promoted to Chief 
or the Division of International Security Affairs in 19 Il5. 

He was transferred to position of Special Assistant, Policy 
Staff, Office of the Secretary of State, on July 1, 
1947, and resigned this position in August, 19k7, to return 
to Williams College, The file also reflected that he was 

es a Consultant without compensation in the Office 
of the United Nations Affairs, Office of the Director, in 
February, 1948* He was given an accepted appointment as 
Consultant without compensation in the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary of Public Affairs, effective November 17, 191 l 9, ahd 
terminated this position on November 19, 19k9, because, of 7 
completion of assignment, A I 

- ’ \^ 

JOHNSON*S State Department personnel file contained 
a memorandum to Mr. HISS from Mr. ROSS dated March 2, 19k5, 
which proposed a promotion for JOHNSON consisting of a two 
grade job from P-6 to P-8 as Chief of the Security Division, 
There was a notation on-thismMm> written in longhand pencil 

RRNiHRW 1 1 ^ 1 ~* 33/ ^ ^ ^ 
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WFO 121-20864 

end signed "ALGER." This notation Indicated that HISS very 
heartily agreed to the promotion and explained that "JOE came 
In at a low level for patriotic reasons and should not suffer 
thereby. More important he is the best qualified officer I 
know of for the post of Acting Chief of Internal Security and 
the Government shouldn’t suffer because of his initial patriotic 
ignoring of grade." 

There was no information of a disloyal nature con¬ 
cerning JOHNSON in his State Department personnel file. 

Ambassador JOHN C. DREIER of the State Department 
said that he first knew of the applicant at Harvard University 
during the late 1920»s but that his first official contact with 
JOHNSON was in the State Department in 1942 or 1943* Mr. DREIER 
said that JOHNSON worked on confidential matters during the war 
with the State Department and subsequent to their initial contact 
in 1942 or 1943, a reorganization in the State Department placed 
JOHNSON under his, DREIER’S, supervision. Mr. DREIER advised 
that he worked closely with JOHNSON until 1945, and that he has 
had occasional social contact with him. Mr. DREIER stated that 
he has the highest regard for JOHNSON’S integrity, loyalty and 
trustworthiness. Mr. DREIER said that the only contact of JOHNSON 
whose loyalty has been questioned, was Mr. ALGER HISS, and that 
this contact came about when HISS was, for a period of time. 

Head of the Branch of the State Department that JOHNSON worked 
in. Mr. DREIER said that he believed the only relationship was 
on an official capacity. 

Mr. DURWARD V. SANDIFER, Office of United Nation 
Affairs, Department of State, who had official contact with the 
applicant from 1942 to 1945* end worked on a very close basis 
with him from 1945 to 1947# a aid that JOHNSON was confident, 
reliable and was a good American whose loyalty had never been 
questioned. Mr. SANDIFER said that the only contact of JOHNSON, 
whose loyalty is questioned, is Mr. ALGER HISS, who supervised 
JOHNSON during about 1945, and 1946. Mr. SANDIFER said that he 
had never known JOHNSON to have any contact with HISS outside 
the State Department and JOHNSON had come under his supervision 
through a^organization In the State Department which had caused 
a lot of shuffling of jobs. 
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WFO 121-20864 

Mr, WILLIAM SANDERS, United Nations Division of the 
State Department, first met the applicant In 1944* 
with him until he returned to Williams College, He said that 
he has no question whatsoever about JOHNSON'S loyalty to toe 
United States nor the loyalty of any of his associations, Mr, 
SANDERS stated that he has also known JOHNSON socially, has 
become well acquainted and has had a good chance to observe 
him. Mr, SANDERS concluded by saying that he has a very high 
opinion of JOHNSON'S patriotism, loyalty and integrity. Mr. 
SANDERS also stated that he believes that Ambassador JOHN 
DREIER had brought the applicant into the State Department 
during the war. 

A file of JOHNSON at the Military District of 
Washington reflects that a request was made of MDW for partial 
background investigation on JOHNSON in 1950» to determine his 
suitability for a position with the National War College. 
However, JOHNSON was unable to accept the appointment and the 
MDW investigation was terminated prior to its completion, xhe 
investigation disclosed nothing derogatory regarding JOHNSON'S 
loyalty to the United States. 

The International Index to Periodicals, the Readers 
Guide and the Public Affairs Information Service were all 
checked at the Library of Congress to locate various articles 
written by the applicant. 

This search in the Reference Room of the Library of 
Congress disclosed a current biography of J0lg}S0N_in a book 
entitled^Whoae News and Why" edited by ANNotROTHE. This 
biographyfeets out the general outline of JOHNSON S background 
with regard to his life and international relations work. It 
indicated that while serving "on detail to the United Nations 
in 1946, JOHNSON participated in the work of a Sub-Committee on 
the Regulations of Araamenta and represented the United States 
on a fourteen nation Sub-Committee of the Political and Security 
Committee of the Assembly. In meetings of thislattergroup in 
December, 1946, JOHNSON exchanged arguments with ANDREI Y. 
VISHINSKY of the Soviet Union and debates on an Australian 
resolution objecting ”to what Australia considered the misuse 
of "Big Power Veto Rights." 

Abe£C.. 
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WFO 121-20864 


This biography also sets out that in an address 
at Ohio State University in 1947* JOHNSON discussed the efforts 
of the United Nations Military Staff Committee to set, up Armed J 
Forces for the United Nations commenting that the wfi^could-fca^ 
been delayed by the Soviet representatives. 



The biography of JOHNSON also told of his discussion 
of the root of Russian-American misunderstanding which appeared 
in the October 11, 1947# issue of "Nation" under the title 
"What Keeps Them Apart?" According to the biography JOHNSON 
cited the difficulties of what he called "fish-bowl diplomacy," 
the inexperience of both the United States and Russia as world 
leaders and the non-friendly attitude of Russian Diplomats to 
all nations not within the Soviet orbit, which made it impossible 
to build up a balfc of good will such as existed with other nations. 

The biography disclosed that JOHNSON is a trustee of 
the World Peace Foundation since 194&* and has been a member of 
the Editorial Board of this magazine "International Organization." 

The February, 1949# issue of "International 
Organization," a publication put out by the "World Peace 
Foundation," contained an article by JOHNSON entitled "The 
Soviet Union, The United States and International Security." 

In this article JOHNSON set out the United States security 
policy saying that its concept is preservation while the Soviet 
leaders believe Soviet "security" policy is essentially 
aggressive. This article sets out differences of a general 
nature and specific Issues between the USSR and the United 
States as discussed in the United Nations. In discussing 
these Issues JOHNSON pointed out that the United States flex¬ 
ibility and willingness to compromise as compared to the USSR 
rigidity and non-compromising attitude. 

In 1949* issues of "International Organization" 

JOHNSON was listed as one of fifteen board of trustees of the 
World Peace Foundation as was ALGER HISS. JOHNSON was also 
listed as one of the Board of Editors of the publication of 
International Organist ion published by the World Peace Foundation. 
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WPO 121-20864 

The applicant (was Interviewed on January 25* 1949* 
by the Boston Office in connection with the activities of 
ALGER HISt. In this interview JOHNSOH said that he first 
met HISS in the latter part of 1943 or the first part of 1944* 
in an official capacity* and that HISS became his supervisor, 
in December, 1944* JOHNSOH advised that he and HISS were In 
constant close association just prior to the Yalta Conference 
and the drafting of the "Proposed Declaration on Liberated 
Areas." He said that HISS and himself worked closely together 
on the United States Policy regarding international control 
of atomic energy in 1946* JOHNSON said that he was in regular 
close contact with HISS until he, JOHNSON, left the State 
Department in January, 1947, and has since met HISS occasionally. 
He said that he had been a visitor at the HISS home and had met 
HISS' wife on about three occasions during the time that he knew 
HISS. JOHNSON knew of nothing derogatory regarding HISS' loyalty. 

Records of the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
contained the Institute of Pacific Relations annual report of 
1950, dated March, 1951* This report lists JOSEPH E. JOHNSON, 
President of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace as 
a member of the IPR Board of Trustees. 

Records of the Passport Division, Department of State, 
reflected that JOHNSON was issued passport #346254 on September 11 
1950. On application for this passport dated September 1, 1950, 
he stated that he proposed to depart from New York on October 30* 
1950, for England, Prance, Switzerland, possibly Norway and the 
western zone of Germany for the purpose of business, visit to 
Paris Office of the Carnegie Endowment to lecture and visit. 

Passport #405331 was issued to JOHNSON on January 1, 
1927, for purpose of proposed travel to England, France, Italy 
and Switzerland returning within five months. He stated he had 
resided in China and Japan from December, 1916 to April, 1917, 
and in England, France, Switzerland, Italy and Austria from July, 
1922 to August, 1923, having previously been included in his 
mother's passport issued in 1922, for which no number was listed. 

Passport #331606 was issued to JOHNSON on December 12, 
1930, and amended January .2, 1931, to include his wife, CATHERINE 
ABBOT. They proposed to travel to England, France, Switzerland, 
Germany, Austria and Italy for the purpose of travel and study 
and propsed to return within one year. 
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February jSJ'lSSJftftSSS fXSi, 1 "’*? 4 J° «H«S(» on 

of War «,d Pia« fi; JS's^r5«^“ t Con £f r * n,, » °» Probli™ 

passport was limited to travel P® validity of 

1946. passport was amended to l^lSdJ ^ivefto'Vr^! 17 2 °' 

JOHNSON'S lJJSty? XU * contalned no formation bearing on 

Division, contained no dragato^^o^atlon,* 1 ^^' Security 

Division, contained *110 informs*ion°ln^aiiTi ff lon# Investigations 
utilised in this InvSStl^at™! addition to that already 

rSfl 11 ®* ^ dt tSe M SSdit e Sr22S nt i2S e o 1 It Bur ; au * Sllver 

reflected no information beari^ SSj&Jgg lojtlijV N * W " 

Special Investigations! DeS££ta£^fc Army; Office of 

County Police Dfpartmeit,Rj^3^MSji^J. P 2 r f d5 Montgomery 
Police Department, Washinaton-^jrn! M ^f?^ and ' Metropolitan 
cant under the name JQfi^p u k* d no r ®cord on appll. 

_Confids™**, 


Informants J~ 

| whose identj.wj.«s aiti Know to Bura*™ 
cot ac auaint ah U 4*-w ...u_. Bureau, 


lunaou mat they are i>ot •ommSST^S^SSS. 

JOHNSON dua°to U tha f faek 1 ;, b * in « conducted on 

wan di, covered during the ooure. 
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SUBJECT: 


street, Northwest; 

Washington, D. C* 

John Edgar Hoover, Director, Federal 

JOSErK ESRET JOHNS0» 

aaltanfe - Applicant _ 



Conversion < ) " 5 

im of Investigation 




b7E 


Washington, D, C* 

LOYALTY OF OO VE RWBW EMPLOYEES 


i 


requested 


y 

• L-JAlJO 

Refer to your Case Serial Busbar 56106 wherein ‘year . 

that an Investigation be conducted; eoricegnlng the 
abova-captionad applicant under the previa 1# a t\f Executive Order 
9335* It Is noted that your fHas- reflect that the applicant 
stated that he contributed funds for an nsbi^Lancta r$p tfaCiFr lands 
of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade or the Veterans of the Atpafcam 
Lincoln Brigade la 1933* He stated that heiuaado this contribution 
In the memory of ^dhlldhood friend the had^heen lei llafeuhll e 
fighting for*the Spanish Loyalists, It Is else ttotad that orv. 
his application test employment with your agancy the applicant^ 
llsteK membership An the American Institute of Pacific Relations 
In 19p3.* , — m -r* ro o 

'~ir The Veteran# of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade has? been cited 
by the Attodttey General under Executive Order 9335* TheTTrlends 
of the AbraSKm Lincoln Brigade has been cited aa "In 193&1933, 
the Ccwwuwtat Party threw itself %holshsartsdly Into the campaign 
for the support of the Spanish Loyalist abuse, recruiting man 
and organising multifarious so-callad relief organisations. 

Among these was the above Comm tat front organisation," by the 
special Ceanlttoe on Uta*»Aamrlecn Activities,, Report March 29, 
im. P«8»» 82 Mid 125. - jui Mra 
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The American Counoil, Institute of Pacific Relations, 
has been cited as a Communist front by the California Cooxnittee 
on Un-American Activities, Report, 194.8, page 168, 

i 

Mr* Harvey H. Bundy, 30 State Street, Boston, 
Massachusetts, advised that he has been acquainted with Joseph 
Esrey Johnson for a period of fifteen years* Mr* Bundy said 
that he and John Foster Dulles, of the State Department, were 
members of a committee chosen to nominate a president for the 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace) and that hs, Bundy, 
nominated and supported Johnson for the presidency, an office 
to which Johnson was eleetod on Hay 11, 1950* Mr* Bundy stated 
that he has the utmost confidence In the applicants loyalty 
to thla country* 

Mr* James 7. Shot well, president emeritus of the 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, advised that ha 
has had considerable contest with the applicant in acquainting 
Johnson with the work of the foundation and that through these 
contacts ha la convinced that the applicant la loyal to this 
country and definitely antl-Cminlat* 

Mr* Warren J* Austin, Chief, U* S* Representative to 
the United Nations, advised that he first became acquainted 
with Johnson in 1916, when the epplieant was e young boy in 
Chicago* Ha said that ha had no personal contact vi*& the 
applicant from 1916 to 194&I but that since 194>8, he has had 
numerous professional and soelal contacts with Johnson* He 
asserted that he has the highest personal regard for Johnson 
end that Johnson is *100 per eent loyal to the government of 
the united States** 

Ambassador John 0* Dreier of the State Department 
advised that he has been acquainted with the applicant for a 
numbar of years* Ha aald that Johnson worked on confidential 
matters during the war with the State Department and that in 
l<#l2 or 1943 e reorganisation in the State Department placed 
the applleent under his personal supervision* Hr* Dreier 
advised that he worked eloaely with Johnson until 1945, end 
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that he baa had ooceslonsl social contact with bin since 
than* He stated that tbs only contact of tbs applicant whose 
loyalty has been questioned was Hr. Alger Biss, and that this 
contact cane about when Hiss was, for a period of time, the 
head of the branch of the State Department In which Johnson 
worked, Mr, Dreler said that he belleyed that the relationship 
between Alger Hiss and the applicant was pursly a business 
contact. He recommended the applicant aa a loyal citlsen. 

Mr, Durward V, 5andifer, Office of United Nations 
Affairs, Department of State, who had official contact with 
the applicant from 1942 through 1947* said that the applicant 
was s good American whose loyalty has never been questioned, 

Mr, Sandifer stated that the only contact of Johnson's whose 
loyalty Is questioned la Mr, Alger Hies, who supervised the 
applicant during 1945 and 1946, He stated that ha had never 
known the applicant to have any contaot with Alger Hiss outside 
the State Department, 

The Reference Room of the Library of Congress contains 
a currant biography of the epplleant In a book entitled ’’Whole 
News and Why" edited by Ann* Rothe, This biography, which sets 
out the general outline of the epplleant*a background, reflects 
that Johnson participated in the work of a 8ub*Ccmmlttaa on 
tixo Regulations of Armaments and represented the United States 
on a fourteen nation Sub-Ceemittee of the Political and Security 
Committee of the Assembly, In meetings of this latter group 
in December, 1946, Johnson exchanged arguments and debates 
with Andrei Y, VIshinsky of the Soviet Union on an Australian 
resolution psrtslnlng to "Big power Veto Rights,” 

Joseph Esrey Johnson was Interviewed In 1949 by 
representatives of this Bureau during on Investigation of 
the activities of Alger Hiss, In this Interview Johnson 
stated that he first mat Hies In the letter pert of 1943 or 
first part of 1944 in on official eepeolty, and that Blsa 
beeama hia supervisor In December, 1944* Kr* Johnson stated 
that ha and Hies were In o one tent close esooclatlon Just prior 
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to the Yalta conference. Ho stated that ho and Hlsa also 
worked closely togothar on tho United states policy concerning 
international control of atomic energy in l$j£» He stated that 
he net Hiss ooeasionally after he left the State Department in 

that he had been a visitor at the Hiss home 
12 iiS d Mr ®? Hiss °n sbout three oooasions during the tine that 
he knew Alger Hiss* He advised that he could furnish nothin g 

COn S!f2if 8 Royalty and exhibited a cooperative 
and friendly attitude when interviewed, 

P r ® a a n t and former associates, references 
I22. a !iS? b ? P J 1° Maaaaobuaetts, New York and the Washington, D. C. 

JS2 -n2i?«^ r rl J wed, ^ and a H advised that they consider 
tbs applicant to be extremely loyal to this country. 

Confidential informants familiar with Communist Party 
activities in New York end tho Washington. D* C, area were * 
unacquainted with the applicant. 

' . T be files of the Credit Bureau of Washington. D. C. and 

£5j*??2 tS0:n J ,, Z CoU 2? y c f® 4l t Bureau, Silver Spring, Maryland, 
contain no information bearing upon the applicant*! loyalty. 

Rockville J52*, I^Sonsry County Police Department, 

ocicville, Maryland, Metropolitan Police Department, Washington. 

p *. ?** *be Bureau of Criminal Xdantificatlon, New York, New York 

aJad Jbs WUliamaton, Massachusetts Polloe 
Department contain no information pertaining to the applicant. 

The central files of this Bureau and other 

infernai^^M 0 ?*? 0 * investigations contain no”* 

information pertaining to the loyalty of the applicant. 

and net dJSlrfl obtained during an appropriate inquiry 

8 ^ tU i* 1 ?y ,llt T investigation, ia furnished 
Thir2ei?fd2li.?I? n J J° U 0 bould desire to re consider this mstter. 

* d ? nt *** information should not be disseminated to 
uachtgerised persona or egenelea and this Bureau makes no 

®it armn * # o** disapproval. No further action 
requestt*** 1 **** ln ***** "***** *be absence of e spec if ie 
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Pursuant to tha provisions of Executive Order 9835# 
a copy of this letter la being furnished to tha Civil Sarvloa 
Commission for Its cons id elation* 

OO Hr* Janes E* Batehor BY SPECIAL MESSENGER 

Chief, Investigations Division 
JJ» S* Civil Servian Cessalsslon 
Washington# D* C. 
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TO : 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


3RNMENT 

date: February 26, 1952 


Office M.* „ .Jffl • unite; 

>^y 

*B. V. P. KEAiyT'Vr 

c • "i^q ^ 

JOSEPH ESR EYJ0 HNS ON (7 
CONSULTANT - iPPZJOtiW 

I- I 

WASHINGTON, D. C . 

LOYALTY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 

H/-33/fo 

It will be recalled that I I requested a loyalty 
investigation on this individual by pointing out that he had 
contributed to the Friends of the Abra ham Lincoln Brigade . 

By letter dated December 3, 1951, I ] ioaa furnished results 
of an inquiry conducted by the Bureau, which did not howeverC 
constitute a full-field investigation. 
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has now advised tha t Joh nson 


has been granted security approval as a Consultant with 


t 


A2XI M * 


CWBslw 


This is submitted for information • 
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